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The reality of using modern educational technology in the Higher Institutes
of languages in the Syrian universities and the horizon of future
development

Abstract

The present study aims at investigating the reality of using modern teaching
techniques in language institutes in Damascus and Tishreen universities, and the extent
of achievement of objectives and educational contributions, revealing the difficulties
of use, and ways to overcome these difficulties «from the standpoint of both students
and teachers.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study the researcher prepared three tools for
study; they are: monitoring card for available modern techniques in language
Institutes in addition to initial questionnaires; the first one directed to teachers, and the
second to students.

A confirming their reliability and validity have been the tools of the study applied on a
sample of (66) teachers and (268) students in both institutes of languages at Damascus
and Tishreen universities.

The study found a range of results, including:

Most teachers in University language institutes depend on traditional technological
technique such as conventional audio recording devices more than modern
techniques such as computer software , electronic whiteboard and internet.

The appreciation of study samples members of both teachers and students of
the educational goals modern technologies in language teaching came in high degree
While their appreciated about educational contributions of modern techniques in
Languages teaching came in medium degree.

There is a good correlation between the degree of teacher use of modern teaching
techniques and educational contributions.

The lack of statistically differences between weighted averages teachers grades on
educational objectives for modern educational technology due to variables of gender
and university.

The lack of statistically differences between weighted averages teachers grades on
educational objectives for modern educational technology due to a variable
educational degrees, while statistical differences were found when the area of
educational contributions achieved for M.A.Ed. and Ph.D. teachers..
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The lack of statistically differences between weighted averages grades teachers
on educational goals of modern teaching techniques due to variable experience, while
there are statistical differences concerning the educational contributions for teachers
with experience of three years or more.

The existence of statistically differences between weighted averages grades
teachers on educational goals about the educational importance (goals and
contributions) which achieved through the use of modern technologies in language
teaching attributed to variable courses for teachers who have undergone training
courses.

The lack of differences between the average scores of students in the Institute of
languages about the goals and educational contributions to the use of modern
technologies in language attributable to variables of gender, qualifications, and
University.

The lack of differences between the average scores of students in Institute of
languages about the educational objectives of modern techniques in language
attributable to foreign-language variable, while statistical differences found when the
area of educational contributions achieved for the benefit of students studying English.

One of the most important difficulties of using modern technologies in teaching
from the perspective of both students and teachers are: lack of technology in language
institutes especially modern ones, lack of sufficient time for teachers to cover the
curriculum, not showing video clips but using just audio techniques, and not
distributing electronic copies of the audio text. -

One of the main proposals was to provide linguistic laboratories that accompany
new developments and the teaching needs, also to make training courses for members
of the teaching staff periodically to introduce how to use those techniques, reducing
the number of students within the classroom, and secure electronic copies to support
the teaching of foreign language in the Institute's library or to downloaded it on the

Institute.
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