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Emotional Abuse at Home
and its relationship to Child’s Gender
Identity

A Field study among sixth grade students of basic learning in the
schools of Damascus

Emotional abuse is a serious phenomenon which commonly occurs in all
household, regardless types of cultural, social and ethnic background, require
from all social and educational institutions to face it, emotional abuse is not
an incident or event that happens once.
Most of the researchers confirm that children's exposure to emotional abuse,
will cause them serious harm, the negative effects will continue through the
rest of their lives, making them suffer from a wide range of mental disorders
including gender identity disorder.
The main question of the research problem can be identified as:

Is there a relationship between parental emotional abuse and child's

gender identity?

Objectives of the study

The present study aims to:
— Determining the nature of the relationship between parental emotional
abuse and gender identity of the child in a sample search, due to the variable
gender.
— ldentify the significance of differences among a sample search members on

the questionnaire of emotional abuse, due to the variable gender.
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- ldentify the significance of differences among a sample search members on
the questionnaire of emotional abuse, due to the variable birth order.

— Identify the significance of differences among a sample search members on
gender identity disorder questionnaire, due to the variable gender.

— ldentify the significance of differences among a sample search members on
gender identity disorder questionnaire, due to the variable birth order.
—ldentify the impact of the interaction between taxonomic variables on
emotional abuse at the study sample.

—ldentify the impact of the interaction between taxonomic variables on gender
identity at the study sample.

study Method:

The nature of the study in order to achieve the objectives of the study and
validation of its questions, required the use of the descriptive analytical
method.

study community and its sample:

The sample of the study consisted of participants, in this study, were
selected randomly. Those were (800) students; (387) male students, and
(413) female students, out of (24352) sixth grade students of basic learning
in the schools of Damascus for the academic year (2013-2014), and the
study sample wewe selected by a cluster random manner.

study tools:

The researcher has used two tools to check the hypotheses of the study:

— The Questionnaire of Parental Emotional Abuse: it was prepared by the
researcher herself . It is composed of 63 items which measure childhood
emotional abuse excperiences. Hence, the top mark that a participant may
get is (315), and the lowest one may get is (63).

—The Questionnaire of Child’s Gender Identity: it was also prepared by the
researcher herself. It is composed of 18 items, Hence, the top mark that a

participant may get is (90), and the lowest one may get is (18).
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The study hypotheses:
The study included several hepotheses, which are:

— There is no statistical significant relationship between parental emotional
abuse and child’s gender identity .

—There is no statistical significant relationship between emotional abuse by
fathers and child’s gender identity, due to gender variable.

— There is no statistical significant relationship between emotional abuse by
mothers and child’s gender identity, due to gender variable.

—There are no statistical significant differences between averages of the
study sample scores in emotional abuse due to variable gender.

-There are no statistical significant differences between averages of the
study sample scores in emotional abuse due to variable birth order.

-There are no statistical significant differences between averages of the
study sample scores in gender identity due to variable gender.

— There are no statistical significant differences between averages of the
study sample scores in gender identity due to variable birth order.

—There are no significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on the questionnaire of parental emotional abuse by fathers due to
interaction between taxonomic variables.

— There are no significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on the questionnaire of parental emotional abuse by mothers due to
interaction between taxonomic variables

— There are no significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on gender identity disorder questionnaire due to interaction between
taxonomic variables

Results of the study:

The study found the following results:

-There is a statistical significant relationship between parental emotional

abuse and child’s gender identity .
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—There is a statistical significant relationship between emotional abuse by
fathers and child’s gender identity, due to variable gender.

— There is a statistical significant relationship between emotional abuse by
mothers and child’s gender identity, due to variable gender.

—There are significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on emotional abuse parental questionnaire due to variable gender, in
favor of females.

—There are significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on the questionnaire of parental emotional abuse depending on
variable birth order in favor of variable birth order(middle).

—There are significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on gender identity disorder questionnaire due to variable gender, in
favor of females.

— There are significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on gender identity disorder questionnaire differences depending on
variable birth order in favor of variable birth order(last).

—There are significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on the questionnaire of emotional abuse by fathers due to interaction
between taxonomic variables.

—There are significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on the questionnaire of emotional abuse by mothers due to
interaction between taxonomic variables.

— There are significant differences between the mean scores of the study
sample on gender identity disorder questionnaire due to interaction between

taxonomic variables
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