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Abstract

Teaching Arabic Language Functionally to Non-Native Speakers: A
case Study at the Institutions of Arabic Language for Non Native
Speakers

The research explores the following question: How effective is the functional
method in teaching Arabic language skills to non native speakers at the Institution of
Arabic Language for Non Native Speakers and the Private Pakistani School in
Damascus?

The research aims at: Designing a teaching program to be proposed for teaching
Arabic language skills functionally for non native speakers for a sample of Arabic
language learners at the Institution of Arabic Language for Non Native Speakers in
Damascus and the Private Pakistani School.

Examining the role that functionality plays in teaching Arabic for non native speakers
in comparison with other methods used in teaching Arabic for non native speakers.

Providing some suggestions that may contribute to developing teaching Arabic to
non-native speakers in the light of the research findings.

The Research Methodology and Sampling: The research adopts the descriptive and
analytical approach in the theoretical part, in preparing the tools, in the literature
review, in the experimental approach to the effectivity of functionality in teaching
Arabic to the research subjects and in applying pre- and post-tests which are essential
for applying the teaching program.

The study subjects are 39 non native speakers at the Institution of Arabic Language
for Non Native Speakers ( winter course 2013-2014) and at the Private Pakistani
School in Asabboura.

The study subjects are selected depending on the target group in which the
characteristics of the individuals are already determined. In this way, our concern is
not the quantity of the subjects but their quality which suits the research. So there are
24 students, 8 beginners at the Institution of Arabic Language for Non Native
Speakers ( winter course 2013-2014) and 16 students at the Private Pakistani School
in Asabboura. They are divided into 2 groups in the following way: An experimental
group which has 12 subjects, 7 males and 5 females and a controlling group of 12
subjects, 7 males and 5 females.

Research tools: To achieve the research goals, the researcher uses a teaching
program designed for teaching Arabic language skills functionally for non native
speakers, pre- , post-and delayed tests (designed by the researcher) for each of the
four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing).

The research findings: The research concludes the following points:



Abstract

The findings of the first question: The effectivity of the functional method in
teaching Arabic to the research subjects among the experimental group members is
evident and its superiority over the traditional methods of teaching applied in the
controlling group is also clear.

The findings of the first main hypothesis:There are statistically significant
differences in favour of the experimental group between the grades average of the
experimental group students and that of the controlling group in the post test applied
directly on the listening skill.

There are statistically significant differences in favour of the experimental group
between the grades average of the experimental group students and that of the
controlling group in the post test applied directly on the speaking skill.

There are statistically significant differences in favour of the experimental group
between the grades average of the experimental group students and that of the
controlling group in the post test applied directly on the reading skKill.

There are statistically significant differences in favour of the experimental group
between the grades average of the experimental group students and that of the
controlling group in the post test applied directly on the writing skill.

The findings of the second main hypothesis: There are statistically significant
differences in favour of the post test in the grades average of the experimental
students in the pre and post tests applied on the listening skill.

There are statistically significant differences in favour of the post test in the grades
average of the experimental students in the pre and post tests applied on the speaking
skill.

There are statistically significant differences in favour of the post test in the grades
average of the experimental students in the pre and post tests applied on the reading
skill.and There are statistically significant differences in favour of the post test in the
grades average of the experimental students in the pre and post tests applied on the
writing skill.

The findings of the third main hypothesis:There are no statistically significant
differences in the grades average of the experimental group students in the post and
delayed tests applied on the listening skill, There are statistically significant
differences in favour of the post test in the grades average of the experimental group
students in the post and delayed tests applied on the speaking skil, There are no
statistically significant differences in the grades average of the experimental group
students in the post and delayed tests applied on the reading skill.

There are statistically significant differences in favour of the post test in the grades
average of the experimental group students in the post and delayed tests applied on
the writing skill.
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