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Sir Bernard Feilden:(11 September 1919 — 14 November 2008) was a conservation architect whose work ->
encompassed cathedrals, the great wall of china and the taj mahal.
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Abstract
The architectural heritage acquires a special importance as architecture and
building are the real remarks expressing the communities’ dominant morals and values
over history. It also indicates the recent advancement and progress scored at all fields of
knowledge and sciences due to the prominent role it plays on cities development. Hence,
heritage is considered as a school for architects, archeologists and cities planners where
they can obtain knowledge and adopt principals and that is the reason for which the idea

of the conservation, protection and rejuvenation of heritage had raised.

The Islamic pilgrimage route in Syria is one of the tracks that illustrate our
historical heritage. It was a route for the commercial caravans rather than a route for
pilgrimage. Moreover, it has several values and had a prominent role on the development
and expansion of Damascus city in the ottoman era. This route is characterized by the
monumental, historical and architectural remarks which have been constructed on the
line of or nearby such route for serving it and those who are heading towards Al-Hejaz

to perform pilgrimage “Hajj”, the fifth pillar of Islam.

Today, the role the Hajj route in Syria performed throughout the previous
historical phases in general and over the ottoman era in particular has vanished. In
addition, care of many service historical buildings, whether those are located at such
route or those were constructed far from it, to serve the pilgrims passing through the Hijj
route has been ignored and the influence of those buildings over such route has
disappeared. Therefore, and based upon the fears of the loss of such heritage and its
several values, this research is a step taken towards the way of reviving and protecting
the Hijj route and conservation of its service monumental and historical buildings.

This dissertation presented a comprehensive historical and analytical study of the
Hijj route in Syria and of its service buildings during the ottoman period. In the first
chapter, the study covered the old Hijj routes and trade roads which have been used for
going to perform pilgrimage of BAIT ALLAH AL-HARAM (KA’BA). This research
focused on the path or the Islamic Hajj during the ottoman period starting from Istanbul

in Turkey as headquarters of the Ottoman State and passing by the Syrian land including



Aleppo, Hems and Damascus till the Holy Lands. This research includes an accurate
marking of this route, roads and trails which represented the key line followed for
heading towards the Holy Lands, besides all protocols organized in Damascus and
Aleppo as a part of preparation for the journey to perform such holy pillar.

The second chapter illustrated the documentation of Hajj route in Syria and the
consequences of the development of the constructional and architectural structure of the
cities such route passes through in addition to the historical and constructional
development of these cities. Furthermore, this chapter describes the documentation of
all historical remarks and buildings located on this route. The documentary and
analytical study of the Hajj route and its surroundings in Damascus has been conducted
and all sketches necessary for such study have been prepared. The third chapter
demonstrates a comparative and historical study of the service buildings (hospices,
flats). Those buildings gained a great importance because of such religious occasion.
This research emphasized on studying hospices and determining their design
fundamentals, architecture characteristics and the role it played for the Hajj route. It also
aims at the conservation of those building and re-using them on the proper way to ensure
conserving them and activating their role related to the Hajj route. The fourth chapter of
this research presented the economic role of Hajj during the Ottoman era and the role of
Damascus City for securing the pilgrims needs during their stay in Damascus and its
impact on the construction and architecture structure in Damascus including the
existence of new areas, markets and plots as well as other important building on the line
of the road which remained as live memory on account of the impact of such
worshipping on the construction and architecture buildings. Then, this chapter dealt with
the aspects of transportation means development, starting from riding livestock, passing
through railways and digging the Suez canal and described the direct reflection of this
development over the city and its constructional and architectural buildings and over
Hajj route until we reached to the ignorance of this route gradually. This research
documents the new route for Hajj which converted into a railway directing to Alhijaz
and the effect of this conversion on construction and architecture and documents the

buildings that were constructed in coincidence with the emergence of such railway.



Thus, the research concludes with the documentation of Hajj route in Syrian in
general and the route marking in Damascus accurately and its service facilities at the
Ottoman period. Furthermore, it emerges the role of that route with respect to developing
construction and architecture in specific historical phases and protecting and exhibiting
it as an important tourist attraction together with the Hajj route through the Alhijaz
railway to highlight those roads as important tourist routs in Syria and to use this
research as a bridge for registering the Islamic Hajj route at the list of world heritage.
The research also presented a set of proposals that include the route and its service
buildings as a step on the way to revive this route. Moreover, this research stresses on
the community participation after educating people on the importance of heritage
properly to ensure success of protecting and reviving Hajj route and conserving its

historical buildings.



Research Summary

Damascus city developed clearly in the Ottoman period in the urban and
architectural aspects , and the pilgrimage route had the largest role in the growth and
expansion of the city towards the south . It , s one of the paths which reflects our
historical heritage . Many of Arab and Foreign researches focused on the city expansion
in the ottoman period and it,s historical buildings in that period .Other researches
focused on the Shami pilgrimage route . But in fact this research throws the light on the
urban development of Damascus in the ottoman period, the correlation between this
development and pilgrimage route. The research also shows some of the most important
Islamic buildings in that period as Sulaymaniyah Tekkia which will be studied here ,
because it had a significant role in serving the pilgrims who stayed in Damascus during
the preparation period of the pilgrimage , where the pilgrim used to spend several
months before going to the Holy Land to perform the fifh pillar of Islam depending on
various historical references , studies and analysis to take a complete subject that
consists of the urban and architectural development in Damascus City and shows the
path which the caravans of Hajj walked in Damascus to go to the land of Hijas. It also
showed the located markets on this important path which was held and flourished in the
Ottoman period and documented the pilgrimage route in Damascus with pictures and
necessary maps.

The process of reviving and protecting the Hijj route can be integrated with the
conservation of its service historical buildings. Conservation of the buildings with
historical values is one of the most important issues urged by the countries at the present
time and that cope with the huge advancement currently witnessed by many countries
as the historical building is an important one whose functional and environmental
performance is influenced by the characteristics of the spacing that constitutes it, its
function and surrounding environment and by the conservation of the historical values

and other values of such buildings.



Statement of Problems:

1-

The reality of the Islamic pilgrimage rout is not commensurate with what is
planned, To demonstrate its value as a path for the Islamic pilgrimage, Where
technical specifications vary from one part to another, In addition to the lack of
clarity of the importance of the Islamic pilgrimage path and identity as a path for
tourist and cultural.

Studies submitted to the axis of the Islamic pilgrimage suffer from lack of
coherence and integration and clarity in the concept and method and mechanism
of action,

The absence of historical feature of the axis and its historic role. As well as that
there is a clear contradiction between the reality of the axis and hopeful tourist
hub.

The absence of functional changes Studies of the buildings are positioned on this
track, which was the backbone of important points in it, the demise of some of
these buildings, encroachment ...). .

Blurred link between the existing buildings on this track service, as well as the
uncertainty of others before, and events used and which necessarily linked to the
pilgrimage route during the ottoman period.

Dealing with historic buildings like buildings newly altercation, and repurpose
and use of renewal and rehabilitation are contrasted with the important values of
these buildings, Because of the absence of studies that show the importance and

role of these buildings for the Hajj in previous historical periods.

Objectives:

The research aims through the comparison, historical study and analysis to:

1-

Revive the focus of the pilgrimage route in memory, and documented it by giving
this path right from the study and protection, In parallel with an emphasis on

philosophical and historical dimension of the road.



2-

3-

Give a study of the architectural constructions which has been serving the
pilgrimage route, and try to devise principles and concepts of their design.

Develop architectural and urban recommendations and the foundations for
everything related to the path of pilgrimage beside the historic buildings of

archaeological service.

Research Importance:

The importance of this research comes because it provides us with a comprehensive

study of the path of the Islamic pilgrimage in Syria significant, overall value, service

and its service buildings value, in particular, being a emphasizes the following points:

1-

2-

Pilgrimage route in Syria, and the importance of this road on the historical
development and the planning level.

Show the pilgrimage route in Damascus in particular where that Damascus has
received particular importance in view of the rituals that were performed in it,
And the impact of the pilgrimage route on the urban and architectural development, thus
restoring this axis to memory.

The spatial importance of the pilgrimage route in all of Damascus (the main
gathering center for pilgrims) and Aleppo (located on the pilgrimage route, which
constitute greeted pilgrims Anatolia center, and beyond the Ottoman Empire, and
east of the Arab world ...).

The scientific and practical significance; by reaching for historical analysis which
shows the design of the foundations service buildings and others before

prevailing in the period specified in the search.

Research Methodology:

Research methodology relies to reach by study for the following items:

1-

2-

Showing the Islamic pilgrimage route, and identity it as a importance path tourist
in Syria.
tracking stations and places that have come down by pilgrims in Syria during

their journey to a country of God.



3-

4-

Showing the evolution of wild pilgrimage path, and the turning toward the Hejaz
Railway.

Suggestion a new vision for the revival of the Islamic pilgrimage route in Syria.

Where it is in the completion of research has been relying on both of the following

mechanisms:

Historical approach: in tariffs, introductions and in the identification of ancient
pilgrimage paths and trade routes.

Historical and analytical approach to the pilgrimage route and its impactting on
the urban and architectural evolution.

The descriptive analytical approach: to describe the reality of the path of Hajj and
its service buildings.

Deductive, inductive and comparison approach to reach a clear foundation for
the service buildings.

Inductive approach to arrive at the findings, recommendations and proposals for

this path and its service buildings.

Research contents:

Theoretical section:

This research deals with the theoretical part the ancient trade routes, and The

old ways of pilgrimage in the Arabian Peninsula, The research deals with the temporal

dimension of the Shami pilgrimage route, covenants and the periods of time that has

passed it ending to the Ottoman period, the research find theYin spatial dimension of

the pilgrimage route and its path starting from leaving Topkap1 Palace in Istanbul; untill

reaching to Damascus, identifying with the rituals and ceremonies which coincided with

Preparation to go to Hajj, and even leaving Damascus and various stations on the

pilgrimage route in Syria.



Practical section:

This research deals in the practical section deals with the urban development
of the city, which was accompanied with the development of the pilgrimage route, and
it provides with an analytical study of the historical service buildings of this route In
order to reactivate its roles for the pilgrimage route, beside to explaining the kits of
pilgrims and its direct impacting on urban and architectural structure, And it shows the
changes that accompanied the way transfering from this land route towards the sea or
towards the Hejaz Railway line, So take advantage of the results in the revival the

Islamic pilgrimage route and its service buildings.
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